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What is the risk?

Currently, the risk of influenza infection is low. Vaccination is the best way to protect against influenza infection
and all Chicagoans aged six months and older are encouraged to get vaccinated. Chicagoans should ask their
healthcare provider or pharmacist about vaccine availability. For those without a healthcare provider or whose
healthcare providers do not have the influenza vaccine, a complete schedule of City of Chicago influenza vaccine
clinics' is available on the City website and by calling 311.
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Table 1. Influenza testing results reported for surveillance weeks 40
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Current Flu Situation in Chicago’.

National Snapshot (November 4-10, 2012)

Viral Surveillance: Of 4,147 specimens tested and reported by U.S. World Health Organization (WHO) and Na-
tional Respiratory and Enteric Virus Surveillance System (NREVSS) collaborating laboratories during week 45,
311 (7.5%) were positive for influenza.

Pneumonia and Influenza Mortality: The proportion of deaths attributed to pneumonia and influenza (P&I) was be-
low the epidemic threshold.

Influenza-associated Pediatric Deaths: No influenza-associated pediatric deaths were reported.

Outpatient Illness Surveillance: The proportion of outpatient visits for influenza-like illness (ILI) was 1.4%, which
is below the national baseline of 2.2%. All 10 regions reported ILI below region-specific baseline levels. One state
experienced moderate ILI activity, three states experienced low ILI activity; New York City and 46 states experi-
enced minimal ILI activity, and the District of Columbia had insufficient data.

Geographic Spread of Influenza: The geographic spread of influenza in 4 states was reported as regional; 8 states
reported local activity; the District of Columbia and 32 states reported sporadic activity; Guam and 5 states reported
no influenza activity, and Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and 1 state did not report.

3http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm; 4http://www.idph.state.il.us/flu/surveillance.htm; Shttp://www.cookcountypublichealth.org/data-
reports#nfluenza; éhttp://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/cdph/supp_info/influenza/current_flu_situationinchicago2011.html
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